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all popular constituencies, and worthy of the rank which     1865
belongs historically to Westminster as the head and front     ~
of the Reform party.                                                           Aetat 58'

In answer, therefore, to your question, I assent to
having my name submitted to the electors in the proposed
manner, if, after the explanations which it is now my
duty to give, the committee should still adhere to their
intention.

I have no personal object to be promoted by a seat
in Parliament. All private considerations are against my
accepting it The only motive that could make me desire
it would be the hope of being useful; and being untried in
any similar position, it is as yet quite uncertain whether I
am as capable of rendering public service in the House of
Commons as I may be in the more tranquil occupation of
a writer. It is, however, certain that if I can be of any use
in Parliament, it could only be by devoting myself there
to the same subjects which have employed my habitual
thoughts out of Parliament. I therefore could not under-
take the charge of any of your local business ; and as
this, in so important a constituency, must necessarily be
heavy, it is not impossible that my inability to undertake
it may in itself amount to a disqualification for being your
representative.

Again, my only object in Parliament would be to pro-
mote my opinions; and what these are, on nearly all the
political questions in which the public feel any interest, is
before the world : and until I am convinced that they are
wrong, these, and no others, are the opinions that I must act
on. I am ready to give any further explanation of them
that might be wished for, and should I be elected I would
freely state to my constituents, whenever desired, the
votes I intend to give, and my reasons for them. But I
could give no other pledge. If the electors are sufficiently
satisfied with my opinions as they are, to be willing to give
me a trial, I would do my best to serve those opinions,
and would in no case disguise my intentions or my
motives from those to whom I should be indebted for the
opportunity.
